











NUMBER XXX. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be esaina ety THuRSDAY. 





Tuurepvay, uly the 26th, 1753° 





Se eet 


PGI) AM indebted for my paper + of to-day 

eee IN. to the {crupulous piety of one of my 

#g8 fair correfpondents, and tothe unde- 

SPS feived, though not uncommon, dif. 

P/M trefies of another. My readers will, 
Daw 





BOLI I hope, forgive me the vanity of pub- 
lithing the compliments paid me in thefe letters; when 
Taffure them, that I had rather what I write fhould have 
the apptobation of a fenfible woman, than that of the 
graveft and moft learned philofopher in England. 

7 To Mr Fitz-ADA™M. 

SrR, 

-"Tu# candour which fhines fo. confpicuoufly in your 
writings, the deference you exprefsitowards the literary 
produétions of women, and the genteel turn you give 
to every firoke of fatire on our foibles, have encou- 


raged 
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raged me to offer a few female thoughts.on the arbitrary 
power of fafhion ; or, asitis more properly and politely 
rendered, TASTE. | 

I am not learned enough to define the meaning of 
the word, much lefs am I able to tell you all the diffe- 
rent ideas it conveys; but according to its common ac- 
ceptation, I find that it is-applicable to every affectation 


of fingularity, whether in drefs, in building, in furni- 


ture, or in diverfions :‘and the farther we ftray from de- 
cency or propriety in this fingularity, the nearer we. ap- 
preach to TASTE. 

‘Tue prevalence of the Cuinesr tafte has been very 
humouroufly attacked in one of ,your papers; and the 
greater prevalence of the Inp1 AN tafte among us wo- 
men, I-mean the tafte of going uncovered, has been as 
happily treated in another. But there is a tafte at prefent 
totally different froin this laft, the, impropriety.of which 
can hardly, I think, have efcaped your obfervation, 
though it has your cenfure. It is the Taste of attend- 
ing divine fervice, and of performing the moft facred 
duties of our religion with a hat on.’ However trifling 
this may be deemed jn itfelf, Icannot but confider it 
ina ferious light; and have always, for my own part, 
refufed complying with a fafhion, which feems to de- 
clare in the obfervers of it, a want of that awful refpect. 
which is due to the CREaTor from his creatures. 

Ir temporal monarchs are to be ferved with an unco- 
vered head ; I mean, if the ceremony of uncovering the 
head be confidered and expected by the higher powers 
as a mark of.teverence and humility ; furely reafon will 
fuggeft that the SupREME OVER ALL fhould be ap- 
proached and fupplicated with at leaft equal veneration : 
yet ftrange as it may appear to the more thinking part 
of our fex, this uncouth tafte of being hatted prevails in 
almoft all the churches in town and country; matrons 
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of fixty adopting the thoughtlefs whim of girls’ in their 
teens, and each endeavouring to countenance the other 
in this idle. tranfgreffion againft the laws of decency and 
decorum. 

Favour me, fir, either by inferting.this fhort letter, 
or by giving fome candid admonitions on the fubject 
after your own manner. : I am acquainted with ‘many 
ef your female readers, and am affured that your fre- 
quent remarks upon their moft fafhionable follies will 
have a proper effect. Reproofs are never fo efficacious 
as when they are tempered with good-humour ; a qua- 
lity which is always to be found in the lucubrations of 
Mr.’ Fitz-Adam ; among~whofe admirers I beg to ‘be 
numbered, and am, f ’ : 

§1'R, 
Your humble fervant, 
Ig. ed CLARISSA. 


To Mr. ‘Fitrz-Apam. 

‘To whom, fir, fhould the injured fly for redrefs, but 
to him who has made the world his prevince ! You will 
not, Iam fure, be offended at my taking this liberty : 
the Spectator was not above receiving and publithing the 


epiftles of the female fex; nor will you, Mr, Fitz-Adam, 
‘who are writing in the caufe of virtue, difdain the cor- 


refpondence of an innocent yeung creature, who fues to 
you for confolation in her affliction, and for reproof of 
one who has broke through all rules of honour and 
morality. I will make no farther preface, but proceed. 
My name and circumftances I need not acquaint you 
‘with ; let it fuffice that Iam the daughter of a gentle- 
aman, and that my education has been fuitable to my 
Hirth. It was my misfortune to be left at fifteen with- 
out a father; but it was with a mother, who in my 
earlieft infancy had fown the feeds of religion and virtue 
in 
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in my heart; and I think I may without arrogance af 
fure you, that they have not been thrown away upon 
unprofitable ground. After this greateft of lofies we 
retired to a country village, fome few miles from town ; 
and there it was, fir, that I firft knew to be wretched. 

We were vyifited in this village by a young gentleman, 
who as he grew intimate in the family, was pleafed to 
flatter me with an affection, which at farft I did not ima- 
gine to be real--I ought to have told you that his fortune 
was independent, and himfelf neither fool, nor coxcomb. 
Young as I was, fome little fhare of experience told me, 
that gentlemen: at his age imagine it 4 moft material 
branch of politenefs to pretend love to every pretty wo- 
man they fall in company with; but indeed, Mr. Fitz~ 
Adam, I had a heart that was not to be caught by com- 
pliments ; I examined his behaviour with the ftricteft 
attention; not a grain of partiality or felf-love, at leaft 
I imagined fo, clouded my judgment; the flights of 
poetry and paffion, fo common in others, gave place, 
in him, to modefty and refpect ; his words, his looks 
were fubfervient to mine, and every part of his conduct 
feemed to fpeak the fincerity of his love. The approba- 
tion of friends was not wanting ; and every one expected 
that a very little time would unite us to each other. 

For my own part, I built all my hopes of happinefs 
upon this union; and I flattered myfelf, that by an o- 
bedient and affectionate behaviour I might make the 
life of him I fincerely and virtuoufly loved as happy as 
my own. But it was not to be! Some common occur- 
rence occafioned our feparation; he parted, feemingly, 
with the greateft regret ; afked and obtained permiffion 
to write;. but fome months elapfed without my feeing 
or hearing from him. Every excufe that partiality 
could fuggeft I framed in his favour ; but I had foon 


more convincing proofs of his neglect of me than either 
his 











‘No. 30. THE WORLD. 182 


his abfence or his filence. On his return, inftead of 
apologizing for his behaviour, inftead of accounting . 
for his remiffnefs, or of renewing the fubje@ of 
all our converfations, he appeared gloomy and refer- 
ved; or whenever he inclined to talk, it was in the 
praifes of fome abfent beauty, or in ridicule of marriage, 
which he affured me it fhould be many, many years 
before any one fhould prevail with him to think of fe- 
rioufly. With many fuch expreffions, and a few care- 
lefs vifits, during a fhort ftay in the country, he took 
his leave with the formality of a ftranger, and I have 
never feen him fince. Thus, fir, did he cancel an ac- 
quaintance of two years ftanding; the greateft part of 
which time he had employed in the moft earneft endea- 
vours to convince me that he loved me. 


Ir I could accufe myfelf of any att of levity or im- 


prudence in my behaviour to this gentleman, the con- 
fcioufnefs of fuch behaviour would have prevented me 
from complaining; but I appeal to his own heart, as 
well as to all who know me (and he and others whe 
read this lettter, will know from whom it comes) in 
vindication of my condud. 

Yet why fhould I flatter myfelf that you will take 
any notice of what I write? The injuftice I complain of 
is no new one ; it has been felt by thoufands ; or if it had 
not, I have no invention to give entertainment to my 
ftory, or perhaps to make it interefting to any but my 
own family, or a few female friends who love me. 
They will thank you for it, and be obliged: And to 
make it ufeful to your readers, tell them in your own 
words and manner (for I have no one to correct what 
Iwrite) that the cruelleft action a man can be guilty of, 
is the robbing a young woman of her affections, with 
no other defign than wantonly to abandon her. Tell 
them, fir, that though the law takes no cognizance of 
the fraud, the barbarity of it is not leflened; for where 
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the proofs of an injury may ‘be fuch as the law cannot 
‘poflibly afcertain, or perhaps might overlook if it could, 
‘we claim from honour and humanity protection and 
regard. 

How hateful, Mr. Fitz-Adam, among our own {fex, 
is the charatter of a jilt! Yet men feel not the pangs of 
difappointed love as wedo. From fuperiority of reafon 
they can refent the injury, or from variety of employ- 
ments can forget the trifler who inflicted it. But with 
us it is otherwife ; we have no occupations to call off 
our attention from difappointment, and no lafting re- 
fentment in our natures (I fpeak from experience) a 
gainft him who has ‘betrayed us. 

LeT me add one word more, and I will have done. 
If every gentleman of real accomplifhments, who has 
no ferious defign upon the heart of a woman, would 
avoid being particular either in converfation, or in the 
civil offices of good-breeding, he would prevent 
many a filent pang and fmothered figh. It is, 1 am 
fure, from acontrary behaviour, that many a worthy 
young creature is hurried to her grave, by a difeafe not 
mentioned in the weekly bills, a broken heart. Iam 
with great fincerity, 

SIR, 
Your admirer and conftant reader, 
W. S. 

I cannot difmifs this amiable young lady’s letter, with- 
out obferving that the injuftice it complains of will ad- 
mit of the higheft aggravation, if we confider that it 1s 
not in human prudence to guard againft it. In cafes 
ef feduction the frail one liftens to her paffions, and 
not her reafon; itis here that the pafiions are often- 
times directed by reafon; and a Woman is made mi- 
ferable for ever, ‘by liftening to an offer of being vir- 


tuoufly happy. 
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